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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to application 10/564,262 filed on February 05, 2007 in 
which claims 1, 3, 5-14 and 24-44 are presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 06/23/2008 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 and MPEP § 609. It has been placed in 
the application file and the information referred to therein has been considered as to the 
merits. 

Status of Claims 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-14 and 24 - 44 are presented for examination. Claims 2, 4 and 
15-23 are canceled by the applicant. 

4. The claims and only the claims form the metes and bounds of the invention. 
"Office personnel are to give claims their broadest reasonable interpretation in light of 
the supporting disclosure. In re Morris, 127 F.3d 1048, 1054-55, 44 USPQ2d 1023, 
1027-28 (Fed. Cir. 1997). Limitations appearing in the specification but not recited in the 
claim are not read into the claim. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 
541,550-551 (CCPA 1969)" (MPEP p 2100-8, c 2, I 45-48; p 2100-9, c 1, I 1-4). The 
Examiner has full latitude to interpret each claim in the broadest reasonable sense. The 
Examiner will reference prior art using terminology familiar to one of ordinary skill in the 
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art. Such an approach is broad in concept and can be either explicit or implicit in 
meaning. 

Claim Rejection - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 5-14 and 24-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Gudjonsson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,564,261) herein referred to as 
Gudjonsson. 

As per claim 1, Gudjonsson teaches, a method for determining one or more 
relationships between a plurality of users of a network system (see at "abstract" and col. 
2, lines 51-67), the method including the steps of: 

a) "populating a database with a unique network user identifier for each of the plurality 
of users" at "abstract" and col. 2, lines 51-67, 

b) "selecting a user and further populating the database with connection data for the 
selected user from a network access device associated with the selected user to 
provide unique network user identifiers of users known to the selected user" at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, 

c) "repeating step b) for the remainder of the plurality of users" col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, 
lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-67 and col. 9, lines 1- 7, 
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d) "for a predetermined user, searching each of the plurality of user's connection data in 
the database for the predetermined user's unique network user identifier to identify all 
users that have the predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their 
connection data" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined), 

e) storing the network user identifiers of the users located by the search of step d), to 
provide set of data for the predetermined user representative of one or more other 
user's relationship with the predetermined user" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, 
lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 (since the users are already 
predetermined), and 

f) "providing data from the data setoff step e) to a network access device associated 
with the predetermined user" at "abstract", col. 18, lines 18-59, col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, 
lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 1-2 and col. 33, lines 31-48 (since, the users are already 
predetermined) and . 

Note that claim 30 recites the same corresponding limitations as set forth 
in claim 1 above, thus the claim is rejected accordingly. 

2. (canceled) 

As per claim 3, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 where 
step d) includes searching each user's connection data in the database for any 
additional network user identifiers for the predetermined user" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 
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51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are 
already predetermined). 

4. (canceled) 

As per claim 5, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 3 where 
step f) includes comparing the data set of step e) with the connection data for the 
predetermined user, and providing to a network access device associated with the 
predetermined user the network user identifier of any users comprised in the data set of 
step e) which do not comprise part of the predetermined user's connection data" at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 
(since the users are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the 
connection data is being used). 

As per claim 6, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 5 including 
the step of providing the predetermined user with the opportunity to include the network 
user identifiers of any users comprised in the data set of step e) which do not comprise 
part of the predetermined user's connection data in the predetermined user's connection 
data" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined and according to the users 
identifier the connection data is being used). 

As per claim 7, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 where 
step f) includes comparing the connection data of the predetermined user with the data 
set of step e), and providing to a network access device associated with the 
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predetermined user the network user identifier of any users comprised in the connection 
data which do not comprise part of the data set of step e)" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51- 
67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are 
already predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is being 
used). 

As per claim 8, Gudjonsson teaches, " a method as claimed in claim 7 including 
the step of using the network user identifiers of any users comprised in the connection 
data which are not present in the data set of step e) to contact users whose network 
user identifiers are in the predetermined user's connection data but not in the data set of 
step e) to invite those users to include the predetermined user's network user identifier 
in their connection data" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 
47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 21 (since the users are already predetermined and according 
to the users identifier the connection data is being used for a user's request). 

As per claim 9, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of using the data set of step e) to provide an indication of the popularity of a 
user of the network system" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, 
lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already 
predetermined). 

As per claim 10, Gudjonsson teaches, "method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of determining whether a network user identifier for a predetermined user has 
changed, and if a change is detected, performing steps d) and e) and using the user 
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identifiers comprised in the data set of step e) to contact users who have the 
predetermined user's network user identifier and inform those users of the change in the 
predetermined user's network user identifier" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, 
lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 (since the users 
are already predetermined). 

As per claim 11, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 
including the steps of further populating the database with a user preferred identifier by 
which a predetermined user prefers to be identified and associating the user preferred 
identifier with the predetermined user's unique network user identifier prior to performing 
step d)" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, 
lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 (since the users are already predetermined) at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 12, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 1 where 
step f) includes sending an invitation to a network access device associated with each 
of the users that have the predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their 
connection data to associate the predetermined user's user preferred identifier with the 
predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their connection data" at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 
(since the users are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the 
connection data is being used). 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,262 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2161 

As per claim 13, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 
including the step of further populating the database with one or more characteristics of 
each user prior to step d), searching the record in the database for each user in the data 
set of step e) for at least one of the characteristics, and providing the network user 
identifiers of those users having the at lest one characteristics to a network access 
device associated with the predetermined user" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, 
lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already 
predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is being used). 

As per claim 14, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 13 
including the step of searching the record in the database of each user comprised in the 
connection data of each user comprised in the predetermined users connection data 
and searching the record in the database and connection data of each user comprised 
in the data set of step e) and each user comprised in the connection data of each user 
comprised in the data set of step e) for the at least one" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, 
col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 (since the users are already 
predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is being used). 

15. (canceled) 

16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

18. (canceled) 
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19. (canceled) 

20. (canceled) 

21. (canceled) 

22. (canceled) 

23. (canceled) 

As per claim 24, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 
including the steps of: 

"further populating the database with additional user identifiers of each user, 
such user identifiers relating to the applicable network system or an other network 
system" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 
9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined and according to the users 
identifier the connection data is being used in a network system); 

"enabling other users of the network system with one of a predetermined user's 
user identifiers to request other user identifiers from the system for the predetermined 
user" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined and according to the users 
identifier the connection data is being used in a network system); and 

"providing such other users with a predetermined user's additional user 
identifiers" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and 
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col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined and according to the other 
users identifier the connection data is being used in a network system). 

As per claim 25, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of allowing a predetermined user to mark some or all of their connection data 
as not accessible to other users of the system to the effect that it would appear to other 
users of the system that the marked data is not included in the predetermined user's 
connection data" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined and according to the 
other users identifier the connection data is being used in a network system). 

As per claim 26, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases to a centralised database" at "abstract", col. 2, 
lines 6-43 and col. 35, lines 13-18; 

"populating the centralised database with some or all of the connection data from 
the connected databases" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, 
lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7; 

"maintaining synchronisation between the connection data in the centralised 
database and the connected databases" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 
35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, col. 9, lines 1- 7, and col. 17 and lines 48-66; and 

"providing a predetermined user's connection data to the predetermined user 
through one of the connected databases" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 
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35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already 
predetermined and according to the other users identifier the connection data is being 
used in a network system). 

As per claim 27, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: 

"providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases directly with each other" see at figs. 1, 10 and 1 1 
and col. 12, lines 42-54; 

"transmitting processing requests from either a predetermined user of a 
connected database or a process operating on the connected database itself, to the 
other connected databases" at col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"processing requests received from other connected databases" at col. 14, lines 
13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"transmitting the results of any processing requests to the originating connected 
database" at col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; and 

"providing the aggregate results received from all connected databases to the 
predetermined user or process operating on the originating connected database" at 
"abstract" and col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58. 

As per claim 28, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: 
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"providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases to a central inter-operator exchange transmitting 
processing requests from either a predetermined user of a connected database or a 
process operating on the connected database itself to the central inter-operator 
exchange transmitting such processing requests from the central inter-operator 
exchange to the connected databases" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42- 
54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"processing requests received from the central inter-operator exchange; 
transmitting the results of any processing requests received from the central inter- 
operator exchange to the central inter-operator exchange" see at figs. 1,10 and 1 1 and 
col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"transmitting results received from connected databases either individually or in 
aggregate from the central inter-operator exchange to the originating connected 
database; and providing the aggregate results received from the central inter-operator 
exchange to the predetermined user or process operating on the originating connected 
database" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 
18, lines 34-58. 

As per claim 29, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: 
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"providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases to a central data and processing centre" see at 
figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"populating the central database and processing centre with the connection data 
from the connected databases" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 
14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"maintaining synchronisation between the connection data in the central 
database and processing centre and the connected databases" at col. 17 and lines 48- 
66; 

"transmitting processing requests from a predetermined user of a connected 
database or a process operating on the connected database itself to the central 
database and processing centre" see at figs. 1,10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 
14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"processing requests received from the connected databases' see at figs. 1,10 
and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"transmitting the results of any processing requests to the originating connected 
database" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 
18, lines 34-58; and 
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"providing the results to the predetermined user or process operating on the 
originating connected database" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 
14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58. 

As per claim 31, Gudjonsson teaches, "apparatus for determining one or more 
relationships between a plurality of users of a network system, the apparatus including: 
a database populated with a unique network user identifier for each of the plurality of 
users and with connection data for each such user, the connection data being obtained 
from a network access device associated with each such user, a processor adapted to 
search each user's connection data in the database for a predetermined user's unique 
network user identifier to identify all users that have the predetermined user's unique 
network user identifier in their connection data, a memory device to store the user 
identifiers located by the search to provide a data set for the predetermined user 
representative of one or more other user's relationship with the predetermined user, and 
wherein the processor is further adapted to provide the data set to a network access 
device associated with the predetermined user" at "abstract", col. 18, lines 18-59, col. 2, 
lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 1-2 and col. 33, lines 31-48 (since, the 
users are already predetermined. 

As per claim 32, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 9 including 
the step of providing the indication of popularity to an operator of a separate network 
system which is interconnected to the network system" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, 
col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the 
users are already predetermined). 
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As per claim 33, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of determining whether a network user identifier for a predetermined user has 
changed, and if a change is detected, including the new network user identifier in the 
connection data on the database prior to performing step d)" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 
51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 
(since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 34, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of determining whether a network user identifier for a predetermined user has 
changed, and if a change is detected, performing steps d) and e) and using the user 
identifiers comprised in the data set of step e) to send an instruction to a network 
access device associated with each of the users who have the predetermined user's 
network user identifier to update the predetermined user's network identifier in their 
connection data" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, 
col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 35, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 1 where 
step f) includes sending an instruction to a network access device associated with each 
of the users who have the predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their 
connection data to associate the predetermined user's network user identifier with the 
predetermined user's user preferred identifier in their connection data" at "abstract", col. 
2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 
1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 
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As per claim 36, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 13 
including searching for a given user identifier or a user preferred identifier" at "abstract", 
col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 37, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 36 
including searching for a given user identifier or a user preferred identifier" at "abstract", 
col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 38, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 14 
including searching for a given user identifier or a user preferred identifier" at "abstract", 
col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 39, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 13 
including the step of searching the record in the database of each user comprised in the 
connection data of the predetermined user for the at least one characteristics" at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 40, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of synchronizing the connection data stored on the database with the 
connection data on users' network access devices" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 
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3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 and col. 17, 
lines 48-65. 

As per claim 41, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
receiving new connection data from a user's network access device which includes 
changes from the connection data for that user present on the database, and including 
the new connection data in that user's connection data on the database prior to step d)" 
at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 42, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
the plurality of users comprise a subset of users of the network system" at col. 2, lines 
51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, col. 9, lines 1- 7 and col. 
23 and lines 33-45. 

As per claim 43, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 42 
including the step of detecting any users added to the subset and providing the other 
users in the subset with the unique user identifier of the added user" at col. 2, lines 51- 
67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, col. 9, lines 1- 7 and col. 23 
and lines 33-45. 

As per claim 44, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 42 
including the step of detecting any users removed from the subset and notifying any 
other member of the subset that has the removed user's unique identifier in their 
connection data" at Fig. 22 and col. 23 and lines 33-45 and col. 27, lines 36-44. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Robertson (US Patent No. 6,269,369) discloses a network-computer-based 
personal contact manager system is disclosed wherein users of networked clients 
maintain and update a set of user information which is stored in a relational database on 
a networked server. 

Catchpole et al. (US Patent No. 7,441,002) discloses "establishing data 
connections". 

Lunt et al. (US Patent No. 7,188,153) discloses a system and method for 
managing connections in an online social network. 

Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad N. Rahman whose telephone number is 
571-270-1631 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00 pm, Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mofiz Apu M can be reached on 572-272-4080. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mohammad N Rahman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2161 
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